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Many members of Con-
gress plan to wear black on
Tuesday night. Others
won’t even attend President
Donald Trump’s first State
of the Union address.

The State of the Union
has long been used as a

backdrop for political state-
ments, often when senators
and representatives deliver
uproarious applause for the
president of their own party
— and members of the op-
posite party clap tepidly or
sit silently. But as respect for
the presidency has declined
in recent years, the annual
address has evolved into an

event that ’s as
much about mak-
ing political state-
ments as listening
to the president.

“We’ve had a
shift from this be-
ing a more ceremo-
nial occasion that is
designed to more
exclusively hear
from the president on his —
or her, hopefully someday —
policies, to use it as a plat-
form to shed light and to

highlight impor-
tant issues,” said
U.S. Rep. Debbie
Wasserman
Schultz, a Democ-
rat who represents
parts of Broward
and Miami-Dade
counties.

U.S. Rep. Lois
Frankel, a Palm

Beach County Democrat,
said she wants to send a
message on Tuesday. “I be-
lieve that chamber belongs

to the people. He’s
coming into, in a
sense, my house,
and I’m not going
to be chased out of
it,” Frankel said.
“I’m not ceding the
government to
Donald Trump.”

Frankel and
Wasserman Schultz, along
with many other Demo-
cratic congresswomen, plan
to make a statement by
wearing black to show soli-

darity with the
#MeToo and Times
Up movements
drawing attention
to sexual harass-
ment by powerful
men in a range of
occupations, from
Hollywood enter-
tainers to Washing-

ton, D.C., politicians.
When Trump delivered

his first speech to a joint 

Some will skip Trump’s address
Other Florida Democrats will wear black
at the State of the Union speech Tuesday

By Anthony Man
Staff writer
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See TRUMP, 8A

Soon, you can get seafood and sand-
wiches as you stroll the sand in Pom-
pano Beach.

An oceanside restaurant — the
Beach House — will open in March,
the first in 13 years. Another restau-
rant, the Oceanic, is aiming to start
serving on its ship-shaped restaurant
early next year on the north side of the
city pier, along with a beach bar on the
pier’s south side.

Permits are also underway for
buildings that will serve hamburgers
and ice cream, as well as offering re-
tail.

The city’s eastern edge, once
known for its canyons of condos along
the shore, is nearly ready to become
the destination for visitors it has long-

Pompano
polishes
oceanfront
amenities

See POMPANO, 7A

By Anne Geggis | Staff writer

WASHINGTON – Florida Sen.
Marco Rubio announced that he fired
his chief of staff after getting reports of
“improper conduct” with subordinate
staffers.

His office did not respond to re-
quests for details on Sunday. The
statement from Rubio’s office was re-
leased Saturday evening. 

The statement said Rubio had been
made aware of “allegations of im-
proper conduct by my Chief of Staff 

Rubio cites
misconduct
for firing his
chief of staff
Associated Press

See FIRED, 8A

JUPITER — For Palm Beach County, late Janu-
ary means it’s almost time for an annual influx of
seasonal residents, all of them quite athletic and
many of them quite wealthy: baseball players.

With the Marlins and Cardinals based in Jupiter,
and the Astros and Nationals based in West Palm
Beach, upward of 200 major league spring training
attendees — not to mention dozens of other team
employees and hundreds of other minor leaguers —
will descend upon the county’s northeast corner by
mid-February for about six weeks. 

For Meyer Lucas Real Estate, late January means 

Holly Meyer Lucas, in her Jupiter real estate office, is the wife of Ed Lucas, former Marlins player and current Marlins coach. 
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Realtor helps
baseball players
make it to home

For spring training, they need a
place fast — but not for long.

By Tim Healey | Staff writer
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session of Congress in February
2017, many Democratic women
wore white, a color borrowed
from the early 1900s when suffrag-
ettes wore white. 

Their visual message couldn’t
be missed by television viewers,
just like the loudest demon-
stration of the decline in respect
for the presidency, the shout of
“you lie!” from U.S. Rep. Joe Wil-
son, R-S.C., when President
Barack Obama spoke to a joint ses-
sion of Congress in 2009.

Two other Democrats from
Broward, Palm Beach and Miami-
Dade counties — Alcee Hastings
and Frederica Wilson — won’t be
anywhere near the House of Rep-
resentatives chamber in the U.S.
Capitol on Tuesday.

“I have no doubt that instead of
delivering a message of inclusivity
and an agenda that benefits all
Americans, President Trump’s ad-
dress will be full of innuendo,
empty promises and lies,” Wilson
said in a statement. “It would be an
embarrassment to be seen with
him at a forum that under any
other president would be an hon-
or to attend.”

Wilson, who represents parts of
southern Broward and Miami-
Dade counties, will be in her dis-
trict, participating in a prayer vigil
for preservation of Obamacare, ex-
tension of Temporary Protected

Status for Haitians and others liv-
ing in the U.S., protection of so-
called Dreamers brought to the
country illegally when they were
children, and “voter empower-
ment.”

Wilson was involved in a major
back-and-forth with Trump in Oc-
tober, when she criticized the way
the president comported himself
during a condolence call to a con-
stituent of hers whose husband
was one of four soldiers killed in
an ambush in Niger.

Wilson said she couldn’t attend
a State of the Union address from
Trump, especially after his widely
reported denigration of African
countries during a White House
meeting on immigration. The
president and the White House
denied he applied the term to
Haiti, but hasn’t specifically de-
nied he spoke that way about Afri-
can countries.

Wilson told the Rev. Al Sharp-
ton, host of the MSNBC program
PoliticsNation, that Trump “in-
sulted the people of Africa and
insulted me because I’m an Afri-
can, and insulted all of my friends
and neighbors who are Haitian-
American. I just can’t go. I will not
go. I will not give him the honor of
me sitting there listening to him
because I don’t think he deserves
my presence.”

Hastings spent years as a pio-
neering civil rights lawyer and
now represents most of the Afri-
can-American and Caribbean-
American communities in

Broward and Palm Beach coun-
ties. He was among more than 50
House Democrats who boycotted
Trump’s inauguration.

His Washington chief of staff
said by email that Hastings
wouldn’t attend Tuesday’s speech,
but didn’t elaborate about his rea-
son.

U.S. Rep. Carlos Curbelo, of Mi-
ami-Dade County, has been one of
the most outspoken elected con-
gressional Republicans in his criti-
cisms of Trump, but he will be at
the address.

“Despite disagreements he may
have with President Trump and
his Administration on several is-
sues, similar to his attendance dur-
ing President Obama’s addresses,
the Congressman believes it’s his
responsibility to be present with
other members of Congress,”
spokeswoman Joanna Rodriguez
said via email.

The five Democrats who repre-
sent all of Broward and all but the
northeast section of Palm Beach
County have repeatedly de-
nounced Trump. Frankel, Has-
tings and Wilson have voted to
start impeachment proceedings.

But Frankel and Wasserman
Schultz said Trump isn’t the rea-
son they’re wearing black.

Trump has been accused by
multiple women of unwelcome
advances, including forced kis-
sing, unwanted touching and
groping — allegations he has con-
sistently denied. Frankel said the
protest “is much bigger [than

Trump]. It is about workers across
America.”

Wasserman Schultz said wear-
ing black would send a message
inside and outside the Capitol.
“It’s a message to our colleagues
who have been guilty of sexual
harassment and assault who are
going to be in the chamber with
us, and to President Trump, and to
the rest of the country,” she said.

Frankel, chairwoman of the
House Democratic Women’s
Working Group, said she expected
most Democratic women and
some men to wear black on Tues-
day. U.S. Rep. Ted Deutch, a De-
mocrat who represents parts of
Broward and Palm Beach coun-
ties, plans to wear something
black as well.

Wife of missing Coral
Springs man to attend

Members of Congress get a
ticket for a guest to watch the
president’s address from the
gallery overlooking the House
chamber, and the selections are
often designed to make a political
point.

Deutch’s guest this year will be
Christine Levinson of Coral
Springs, whose husband Bob has
been missing in Iran for nearly 11
years.

Levinson, a former agent for the
Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion and FBI, was working for the
CIA when he planned a trip in

2007 to Kish Is-
land, an Iranian
resort island in
the Persian Gulf.
A United Na-
tions report con-
cluded Iranian
authorities de-
tained Levinson.

Years of con-
gressional and

presidential efforts to get informa-
tion and action on Levinson have
not yielded results. Iran has de-
nied it is holding him.

Wasserman Schultz’s guest is
Nicholas Perez, a South Florida
Dreamer who came to the U.S.
from Venezuela at age 12. She said
Perez’s story would highlight the
stories of people who came to the
U.S. illegally through no fault of
their own, and are now productive
members of American society.

Curbelo’s guest, Adrian Es-
carate, is also a Dreamer. He was
born in Chile and brought to the
U.S. at age 3.

Frankel hasn’t yet announced
who she’s invited .to Trump’s
speech on Tuesday.

Wilson gave her guest ticket to
Frankel. Hastings gave his ticket to
U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan, R-Long-
boat Key, with whom he serves as
co-chairman of the Florida con-
gressional delegation.

aman@sunsentinel.com,
954-356-4550 or Twitter
@browardpolitics
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master bedroom closet becomes
that room.

“To an outsider, that sounds in-
sane,” Meyer Lucas said. “If I ask
the landlord how big it is so they
can keep their kid in there, they’re
like, ‘That person is the worst
mom ever.’ But it’s actually a very,
very common thing.”

Said former Marlins pitcher/
father of two Tom Koehler: “It’s a
very true statement.”

Koehler, now a Dodger, is an
MLRE client, first when he and
his wife, Ashley, bought a home in
Jupiter and now with the family
locking down a temporary place
to live near the Dodgers’ spring
training facility in Arizona.

MLRE, which recently joined
the national brokerage Compass,
in the fall opened an office in
Scottsdale, Ariz., serving the
greater Phoenix area and the 15
major league teams who have
spring training there. An Arizona
location was always on the agenda
— Meyer Lucas said she got ques-
tions about it all the time — but “I
needed a wife that gets it and has
the business acumen,” Meyer Lu-
cas said. She found her answer in
Tiffany Mickolio, who is married
to Kam Mickolio, an 11-year pro in
the majors, the minors and Japan.

When Koehler or another play-
er works with Meyer Lucas, they
appreciate not having to explain,
say, why they need a place for only
February and March. Or why they
might need to leave an apartment
if they get optioned to the minors,
or designated for assignment or
traded. There isn’t much job secu-
rity in professional baseball.

Sometimes, Meyer Lucas
works with landlords to write into
a lease the player’s ability to opt
out in the event he has to move.

“The fact that she has lived the
lifestyle … makes it easier for her
to communicate,” Koehler said.
“She knows how to handle move-
ment, when somebody gets
traded or optioned or things like
that. She knows how to handle all
those things, because she’s been
through it.”

thealey@sunsentinel.com or
Twitter @timbhealey

check for her to finish filling out,
and another to bring her $20,000
in hundred dollar bills for her to
convert to a cashier’s check to pay
his whole spring training rent.

Another player trusted Meyer
Lucas to pick up the rare, souped-
up sports car he had delivered to
South Florida. She spent 15 min-
utes in the pouring rain figuring
out how to open the handle-less
door and another 15 minutes figur-
ing out how to start it.

Ballplayers, Meyer Lucas said,
tend to have certain requests
about where they live. One diffi-
culty is finding a living space that
works for a player’s bad-reputa-
tion dog breed and/or large
pickup truck, both of which are
common.

In often-pricey Palm Beach
County, believe it or not, a lot of
landlords aren’t enthused about
either of those.

“I tell them this, straight up:
Your career is going to be over in,
max, 10, 15, maybe 20 years. Just
wait. Don’t get the pit bull,” Meyer
Lucas said.

Another common question:
How big is the master bedroom
closet? Two kinds of baseball cli-
ents ask.

One is the unestablished minor
leaguers — “Ed Lucas types,” Mey-
er Lucas calls them, probably en-
dearingly. A prospect, usually an
early round draft pick who landed
a six- or seven-figure signing
bonus, rents the house. Then a
bunch of others pay that guy a
cheap rent and cram in. Large
closets become bedrooms.

Ed Lucas did that one year.
“He negotiated for the master

bedroom closet,” Meyer Lucas
said. It was in a house run by Billy
Butler, Lucas’ fellow 2004 Royals
draftee. “[The closet] had a door. It
was big. He was living like a king.”

The other type of master-bed-
room-closet enquirer is the
ballplayer/wife with young chil-
dren. On a baseball schedule, it’s
normal to not put the baby down
until midnight or later. That
means he or she is sleeping, hope-
fully, until mid- to late morning.
Keeping a room completely dark
is crucial, and a lot of times the

“There’s an element of trust”
because she knows the baseball
lifestyle, Gleichowski said. “Her
having lived it, walked it gives me
an extra level of comfort and pro-
tection when we can work with
her.”

The short-term spring training
rental niche isn’t a growing one —
there are a finite number of big-
leaguers and even fewer with big
money to spend — but it makes
sense that someone would pursue
it, said William G. Hardin, director
of the real estate program at Flor-
ida International University.

“There's a niche there in Palm
Beach, in Fort Lauderdale, even in
Arizona. Where do you find a
high-quality place for 60, 90
days?” Hardin said. “There is a
niche for that. [The players] come
in, then they leave. It’s mostly
word of mouth. If somebody has a
good experience, they call again
the next year.”

Meyer Lucas’ workflow is an
unusual one, as necessitated by
the long distance between her cli-
ents and her. She usually works
with a wife or agent or other per-
sonal adviser, not so much the
player himself, and the lease is
signed without the tenant ever
seeing the place in person. That
means lots of live-streaming and
photo emailing.

She has plenty of stories, too,
but it’s all very hush-hush. Meyer
Lucas and her point person for
athlete relocation, Jackie Hanna,
work under nondisclosure agree-
ments. So she can tell you about
that one time a player’s “super
custom” bed from France disap-
peared right before spring training
and about the frenzied mission to
replace it before she and his agent
had to let him know and stress him
out, but she can’t say whose bed it
was.

“That’s the reason they use me,”
Meyer Lucas said. “They can ask
me for any kind of request, and it’s
not going to show up on Instagram
or Twitter.”

The trust, which yields word-
of-mouth references, is critical.
It’s what allowed one player to
leave Meyer Lucas a signed and
dated — but otherwise blank —

“I realized how much time we
all waste explaining our circum-
stances to Realtors over and over
when trying to find a home on the
fly,” Meyer Lucas said. “The con-
versation ends up being 10 min-
utes long when you explain why
you need the short time frames,
the opt-outs, and what spring
training even is to begin with. Cut-
ting that entire conversation out
eliminates a whole run-around for
these families, the players and
their agents.”

And so Meyer Lucas Real Estate
began. Parlaying her life in base-
ball with an expertise in real estate
has proven to be a successful en-
deavor. Last year, MLRE was a
part of 54 transactions involving
baseball clients, including work-
ing with almost every Marlin. 

The baseball world accounts for
25 percent of the Realtor’s busi-
ness; the other three-quarters, in-
cluding most of the nearly $30
million in sales in 2017, coming
from normal Palm Beach County
residents. It’s the ballplayers, how-
ever, whose signed baseballs and
jerseys adorn MLRE head-

quarters in a nondescript
office building five min-
utes from Jupiter beach.

The client list runs
deep: Giancarlo Stanton,
Christian Yelich, Don
Mattingly, J.T. Realmuto,
Justin Bour, AJ Ramos,
Nick Wittgren, Kyle Barr-
aclough. And that’s just
some of the Marlins, cur-

rent and former. Among non-Mi-
amians, there are Washington’s
Max Scherzer, Houston’s Charlie
Morton, Washington’s Stephen
Strasburg, Cardinals manager
Mike Matheny and retired big
leaguer Rick Ankiel.

“It’s as simple as she under-
stands,” said Ryan Gleichowski, an
agent with Sports One Athlete
Management who represents
Ramos, among others. When one
of Gleichowski’s clients needs a
place as far north as Port St. Lucie,
where the Mets work out in the
spring, and as far south as Miami,
Meyer Lucas is his first call. That’s
happened on double-digit occa-
sions over about three years.

the phones are always ringing and
the computers always dinging.
MLRE, a team of 12 agents led by
founder/president Holly Meyer
Lucas, has a reputation for serving
baseball players and other high-
profile sports figures. And many of
those incoming seasonal residents
are still in need of a place to plunk
down for the spring, even at this
late date. 

Of those still looking, half are
players and their families who
only just signed with teams. They
couldn’t find a place to live until
they knew where they were going.
The others don’t have the same
excuse.

“The other half are single guys
who — they do this every year —
call me on their way to spring
training and are like, ‘Hey, I need a
rental. I have a pit bull. Find me
something, Holly! You can do it,’ ”
Meyer Lucas said.

Baseball families have become
Meyer Lucas’ niche because her
family is one. When she
and her husband, Ed Lu-
cas, a former Marlins
player and current Mar-
lins coach, decided in
2014 to settle in Jupiter,
she was transitioning out
of a career in medical
sales.

Meyer Lucas, now 31,
wasn’t sure what she
wanted to do professionally. But
she had a knack for finding short-
term, short-notice housing for Ed
and herself during their many
moves around the country — from
Salt Lake City to New Orleans to
Miami to Tacoma to Reno — and it
dawned on her that she should
help other families, baseball or
otherwise, do the same.

The business was born of frus-
tration, too. Meyer Lucas found
dealing with real estate agents
who didn’t understand the quirky,
volatile nature of the baseball cal-
endar to be “exceptionally frus-
trating,” so she solved that prob-
lem for Jupiter-area ballplayers by
becoming the real estate agent.
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while under the employ-
ment of my office,” Rubio
wrote.

He added that he had
“sufficient evidence to con-
clude that while employed
by this office, my Chief of
Staff had violated office
policies regarding proper
relations between a super-
visor and their subordi-
nates. I further concluded
that this led to actions
which ... amounted to

threats to withhold employ-
ment benefits,” Rubio said
in a statement. Rubio’s of-
fice said it will not be dis-
closing further details.

The Florida Republican
said his office will notify ap-
propriate congressional and
Senate administrative of-
fices of the matter today. 

The announcement
made no mention of the
chief of staff’s name. 

However, a news release
on Rubio’s website dated
December 2016 identified
Clint Reed as Rubio’s newly
appointed chief of staff.

“For over a year, I’ve got-
ten to know and work
closely with Clint on my
campaigns, including two in
Florida. He’s a superb man-
ager who loves Florida, has
earned my trust, and rel-
ishes the challenge of solv-
ing tough problems,” Rubio
wrote at the time.

Reed, who describes
himself on social media as
Rubio’s chief of staff, did not
return a call or a Facebook
message for comment.

Reed managed Rubio’s
2016 re-election campaign
to the U.S. Senate as well as

Rubio’s presidential pri-
mary campaigns in Florida
and elsewhere. Reed also
served as regional political
director for the Republican
National Committee and
executive director of the
Republican Party of Arkan-
sas.

A native of Arkansas,
Reed has been a partner at
Little Rock-based Impact
Management Group, a pub-
lic affairs firm that counts
the Republican Governors
Association among its cli-
ents.

FIRED
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The chief of staff violated policies on “proper relations
between a supervisor and their subordinates,” Rubio said. 
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A shooter driven by jeal-
ousy opened fire and killed
four people at a car wash
early Sunday morning in
Pennsylvania, while a wom-
an hiding in the back of a
pickup truck suffered mi-
nor injuries, according to
state police and family of
the victims. 

Police said Timothy
Smith, 28, was on life sup-
port and not expected to
survive after suffering a
gunshot wound to his head

during the attack at Ed’s Car
Wash around 3 a.m. in
Saltlick Township, a rural
town about 55 miles south-
east of Pittsburgh. Police
said it was possible that the
gunshot wound was self-
inflicted. 

Armed with a semi-auto-
matic rifle and a handgun
and wearing a body armor
carrier without the ballistic
panels inserted, police said
Smith killed 27-year-old
William Porterfield, 25-
year-old Chelsie Cline, 23-
year-old Courtney Snyder
and 21-year-old Seth Cline. 

Police would not go into
details about how Smith
knew the victims, but
Chelsie Cline’s half sister,
Sierra Kolarik, told the
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review
that Smith had developed
an obsession with Cline.

Porterfield’s pregnant
wife, Jenna Porterfield, 24,
told the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette that a state police
investigator told her that
Smith was a jealous former
boyfriend of Chelsie Cline. 

Smith was at the site and
parked on the side of the
two-bay car wash when

Porterfield and Cline ar-
rived, police said. Smith
shot them when they got
out and walked to the side
of the car wash, they said. 

Snyder and Seth Cline
arrived at the same time,
and police said Smith
opened fire on them. An-
other woman in the rear
seat of the extended cab
pickup truck suffered in-
juries from broken glass. 

A man who lives nearby
told the Pittsburgh Trib-
une-Review that he heard
about 30 gunshots over sev-
eral minutes.

Cops, family say jealous shooter kills 4 in Pa. 
By Bruce Shipkowski
Associated Press

People console each other Sunday at a Pennsylvania car
wash where a man killed four people and wounded one.
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